GOTC Recognized Facilitator Program (7/20223)

Purpose
GOTC promotes and raises awareness of technical tree climbing programs that are designed to allow
participants to be able to climb trees using rope & harness (e.g. Program Climbs).

Through GOTC’s mission to promote climber safety and environmentally respectful tree climbing practices, the
GOTC has compiled a set of guidelines for Program Climbs with input from leaders in the global community of
tree climbing facilitators since the early 1980’s. Program Climbs operated within these guidelines have shown
the ability to minimize risks associated with climbing trees.

The GOTC Recognized Facilitator Program recognizes professional tree climbing facilitators & guides who are
committed to providing a tree climbing experience in a manner consistent with guidelines and practices that
keep participant safety at the forefront.

The GOTC Recognized Facilitator Program provides professional tree climbing facilitators public recognition for
such dedication and serves as a resource to individuals and organizations by providing a list of professional
facilitation providers who understand the importance of operating within these guidelines.

Process

A GOTC Recognized Facilitator is proficient in technical tree climbing, facilitation, and rescue. A facilitator
should have working knowledge and abilities related to tree identification, tree inspection for structural
integrity, and climbing equipment, techniques & systems. A GOTC Recognized Facilitator should have the
ability and knowledge to guide and manage people through the facilitated tree climbing experience, while
overseeing and assuming responsibility for each participant’s safety and well-being.

These skills can be developed in a variety of ways. A general outline of the process includes:

- Basic Tree Climber Training: Learn how to climb trees using rope, saddle, and other specialized
equipment and techniques developed expressly for climbing trees. At a minimum, this would include a
2-day class on basic Moving Rope System/Doubled-Rope Technique tree climbing, on-the-job training,
or equivalent. (Contact individual tree climbing instructors to understand their requirements, course
outline, and pricing for classes/trainings. You can locate GOTC Recognized Instructors at
gotreeclimbing.org)

- Tree Climbing Practice/Experience: Understanding that individuals progress at different rates, skills are
developed and proficiency reached through repetition. Climbers must practice learned skills by way of
climbing trees. With regular climbing on a weekly basis, many climbers may reach proficiency in about
6 months and after approximately 25 climbs (varies by individual). (Refer to your tree climbing
instructor/mentor regarding their specific recommendations.)

- Tree Climbing Facilitation Training: Learn how to assess and prepare tree, site, equipment, and
participants for the tree climbing experience. Understand how to guide, support, and work with people
from a variety of backgrounds and abilities. Develop procedures that provide control and safety
measures to minimize risk of injury. Learn how to access and return a climber to the ground who is
stranded or in an emergency situation. Such training often includes a 3-day class on tree climbing
facilitation & rescue, on-the-job training, or equivalent. (Contact individual tree climbing facilitation




instructors to understand their requirements, course outline, and pricing for classes/trainings. You can
locate GOTC Recognized Instructors (Senior & Master levels) at gotreeclimbing.org.)

- Facilitation Practice: The best way to improve facilitation skills is through practice. By working with
inexperienced climbers, a facilitator begins to develop their communication skills, facilitation style, and
how to maintain control of the group. Through regular practice in the facilitator role, many facilitators
dial in their technique after facilitating or co-facilitating several program climbs. The need to perform
an aerial rescue may arise without warning. For this reason, a facilitator should maintain their climbing
& rescue proficiency at a level that permits them to climb, maneuver, access all areas of the tree that
climbing participants can reach, and practice a variety of rescue scenarios and methods regularly.
(Refer to your tree climbing instructor/mentor regarding their specific recommendations.)

Recognition Status

Once you have developed your climbing, facilitation, and rescue skills, you are well on your way to an exciting
and rewarding pastime, job, or career! While growth and development are never-ending, at this point you
deserve to be recognized for your dedication and professionalism.

Becoming a GOTC Recognized Facilitator shows that you take pride in your abilities, increases your
marketability, enhances your credibility, increases consumer confidence in your services, and provides a level
of respect from your peers and potential clients.

GOTC Recognized Facilitators:
- Areincluded in the GOTC Recognized Facilitator database listed on the GOTC website.
- Can be listed on the gotreeclimbing.org Facilitator Finder Map.
- Canindicate they are “GOTC Recognized Facilitators” and use GOTC logos on print and digital
marketing pieces.
- Can use GOTC provided resources and marketing pieces.

To become a GOTC Recognized Facilitator, complete and submit the GOTC Recognized Facilitator
Application.

Become recognized and join the professional tree climbing facilitator community!

Visit www.gotreeclimbing.org/facilitator-and-instructor-finder/ to view current recognized facilitators and
instructors.

Contact recognition@gotreeclimbing.org with questions and to start the application process.
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